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HLS I lRS-925

Regular Session, 201 I

HOUSE BILL NO. 301

BY REPRESENTAI'IVE BILLIOT

ORIGINAL

prellled pursuanr ro Article III, Section 2(Ax4xbxi) olthe constitution of l.ouisiana'

FlsHlNG/OYSTERS: Provides relative to standard measurements of shellstock oysters

AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 56:440,relative to measurements of shellstock oysters; to define

standard measurements for such oysters; to provide relative to inspections; to

provides relative to penalties and seizure; ar-rd to provide fol related matters'

Be it enacted by the Legislature ofLouisiana:

Section1.R.S.56:440isherebyamendedarrdreenactedtoreadasfollows:

{140. Standard measurements: barrel

A.Inalloftheoperationsofthedepartment.thestandardmeasurementof

the barrel referred to herein shall be 6451.26 cubic inches, which approximately

represents the cubic contents of three bushels, or one barrel; one sack represents

3225.63cubicinchesoroneandone-halfbushelsorone-halfbarrel.

B.Toensuretheaccuracyofanoystermeasuringcontainer.theDeoartment

certified accurate. Each basket shall be sold at a Drice of not more than twentv

issues. an ovster basket certified accurate bv the weiqhts a.nd measures section ofthe

Page 1 of3
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t0

11

during the commercial harvest of oysters for sale'

volume. if latreled bY volume.

D. Sacks and barrels shall contain correct measurements prior to removal

labeled correctly.

exoense of the person fiom whom the ovstels were seized. be retumed to the area

from which the oysters were harvested.

DIGEST

12

13

l4

15

l6

17

18

The digest printed below was prepared by House Legislative Services. It constitutes no part

ofthe legislative instrument. rne teyrvord, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute

part of tie law or proof or indicia of legislative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and24..17'7(E)]

Billiot

Abstract: Provides relative to

HB No. 301

standard measurements of shellstock oysters'

Present law provides that for the purposes ofoyster measurements, a banel is 645 l '26 cubic

in"fr.r, *t,i"i, equals three busheis and one tuik it 3225.63 cubic inches or one and one-half

bushels or one-half barrel.

Prooosed law retains pgssenlL-lAE and further provides that to ensure the accuracy of an

;y.6;"**ing "o.,t;r[1h"5"pt. 
of Agriculture and Forestry shall have available for

pur"h^" basketi which arl certifiid u""rr*t". Unless harvesting from the public seed

'g.orrnd. for planting cultch or for transplanting oysters because of health issues, Drooosed

iu* ."qr-,ir.r'u certi-fied oyster basket from the Dept. of Agriculture ar.rd Forestry to be on

board each oyster harvester vessel.

Page 2 of 3
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HB NO.30l

Further provides that shellstock oysters may be sold by count, iflabeled bycount; by weight,
if labeled by weight; and by volume, if labeled by volume. Requires accurate measurement

ofoysters at each point ofsale.

Provides that violations are class four violations punishable as follows:

lst offense between $400 & $950 or imprisonment for more than 120

days, or both

2nd offense between $750 & $999 & imprisonment between 90 and 180

days

3rd or more between S1,000 & $5,000 & imprisonment between 180 days
and two years

except that only oysters must be forfeited. Provides that oysters seized in connection with
any violation shall, at the expense ofthe person from whom the oysters were seized, be

retumed to the area from which the oysters were harvested.

(Amends R.S. 56:440)
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HLS l IRS-I72

Regular Session, 2011

HOUSE BILL NO. 293

BY REPRESENTATIVE DOVE

ORIGINAL

Prefiled pursuant to Article III, Section 2(AX4Xb)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana'

FISHING/VESSELS: Authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to regulate the

taking of certain species of fish and to require the use of vessel monitoring systems

in certain circumstances

AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 44:4.1(8)(33) and to enact R.S. 56:6(34) and 433.l(A)(a),

relative to the powers and authority of the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission; to

authorize the commission to regulate and permit the taking of certain species of lish;

to authorize the commission to require the use of vessel monitoring systems on

vessels engaged in commercial harvest from the public oyster seed grounds; and to

provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section l. R.S. aa:a.l@)(33) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

$4.1. Exceptions

B. The iegislature further recognizes that there exist exceptions, exemptions,

and limitations to the laws pertaining to public records throughout the revised

statutes and codes ofthis state. Therefore, the following exceptions, exemptions, and

limitations are hereby continued in effect by incorporation into this Chapter by

citation:

***

(33) R.S. 56:301.4, 306.5, 309.4, 433.1( A\(4\- 637

***

Page I of3
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Section 2. R.S. 56:6(34) and a33. I (AX4) are hereby enacted to read as follows:

$6. Special powers and duties; statistics; rules and regulations; reports

The commission, through its secretary:

***

(34) Mav promulsate rules and resulations. subiect to the provisions of the

recreational landinqs of state and federal cooDerativelv manaeed sDecies in

coordination with the Gulf of Mexico Fisherv Manasement council. and to set

seasons. times. places. quotas. dailv take. possession limits" oennitting. reDofiing

plecedures. landinq reouirements. taqqing reouirements'i and other rules and

regulations pursuant thereto necessalv to manase and collect harvest information on

recreational landings.

*:t+

$433.1. Oyster seed ground vessel permit; Oyster Seed Ground Vessel Permit

Appeals Board

A.

(4) In an effoft to collect data to enable the deDartment to better manaee the

public ovster resource. the commission mav adoDt rules and requlations which

reouire the use of a vessel monitoring Svstem for use by a vessel taking ovsters for

commercial pumoses under the authoritv of the ovster seed $orx1d vessel pennit'

Anv data collected bv the alepaltment shall be held in confidentialitv and shall not

be subject to the Public Records Act.

***

Page 2 of 3
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DIGEST

The digest printed below was prepared by House Legislative Services. It constitutes no part

ofthe legislative instrument. The key.rvord, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute

part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and24:177(E))

Dove HB No.293

Abstract: Authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to promulgate rules relative

to certain activities related to commercial and recreational fishing.

Prooosed law authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to promulgate rules to

manage recreational landings of fish species managed cooperatively with the Gulf of Mexico

Fishery Management Council.

Proposed law also authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to promulgate rules

which would require the use of a vessel monitoring system by oyster harvester vessels taking

oysters from the natural public reefs or the public seed grounds or reservations.

Proposed law also provides for a public records exception for data collected pursuant to the

vessel monitoring.

(Amends R.S. 44:4.1(B)(33); Adds R.S. 56:6(34) and a33.1(A)(a))
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HLS I lRS-8I2

Regular Session. 201 I

HOI]SE BII,L NO. 245

BY REPRESENTATIVE GIROD JACKSON

ORIGINAL

Prefiled pursuant to Article IIl. Section 2(AX4XbXi) of the Constituiion of Lourstana.

FISHING/OYSTERS: Provides r.vith respect to the h:rvesting of oysters fbr raw

consumption within the state

1 ANACT

2 To amend and reenact R.S. 56:437 and to repeal R.S. 40:5.3.1, relative to harvest and sale

3 of oysters for raw consumption; to require a time limit on transportation of such

4 oysters from harvest to refrigeration; and to provide tbr related matters.

5 Be it enacted by the Legislature ofLouisiana:

6 Section 1. R.S. 56:437 is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

7 $437. Sale of oysters for raw consumption within the state

8 Oysters which have been harvested from Louisiana waters may be sold for

9 raw consumption within the state at all times during the year provided however. that

l0 durine the time oeriod from May first through October thirt-v-first each year"

I I movement of such ovsters fiom harvest to refrigeration shall take no more than five

12 hours. Federal regulations which may prohibit the interstate transportation and sale

13 ol oysters which have not been post-harvest treated shall not apply to oysters

14 harvested, sold, and consumed within the state of Louisiana. The Department of

15 Health and Hospitals shall promulgate rules pursuant to the Administrative

16 Procedure Act to administer the provisions of this Section and the Department of

17 Wildlife and Fisheries shall assist in the enforcement of such rules. Suthrules shall

l8 aliow up to llve hours for the ovsrers to be translerred liom harvest to refrip.eration

19 as orovided in this Section.

20 Section 2. R.S.40:5.3.1 is hereby repealed in its entirety.

Page 1 of 2
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DIGEST

The digest printed below was prepared by House Legislative Services. It constitutes no part

ofthe legislative instrument. The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent. [R.S. l:13(B) and24:177(E))

Girod Jackson HB No. 245

Abstract: Requires a time limit at ceftain times of the year on transportation of oysters

from harvest to refrigeration ifthe oysters are for raw consumption.

Present law authorizes the year-round sale for raw consumption within the state, oysters

which are harvested in La- waters. Requires the Dept. of Health and Hospitals to adopt rules
and regulations for enforcement of this authority.

Prooosed law retains present law but requires that during the period from May 1 to Oct. 3l
each year, movement of oysters fiom harvest to refrigeration must take no more than five
hours. Further requires that the rules adopted by DHH must allow five hours for such

movement.

Present law authorizes DHH to grant an exemption from the National Shellfish Sanitation
Program's Vibrio parahaemolyticus (Vp) arrd Vibrio vulnificus (Vv) management plans to
harvesters and dealers who have not been epidemiologically linked to a Vp or tr/v oyster-
related iilness

Proposed law repeals present law.

(Amends R.S. 56:437; Repeals R.S. 40:5.3.1)
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HLS I lRS-743

Regular Session. 2011

HOTJSE BILL NO. 246

BY REPRESENTATIVE SIMON

ORIGINAL

Prefiled pursuanr to Arricle Ill, Section 2(AX4)(b)(i) of the constitution of Louisitrna.

STATE, SYMBOL: Provides lor certain state symbols

1 ANACT

2 To amend and reenact R.S. 49:163 and to enact R.S. 49:163.1, relative to state symbols; to

3 change the state gemstone from agate to I-aPearlite; to provide for the use of the

4 gemstone on official documents; to provide fbl a state mineral; and to provide for

5 related matters.

6 Be it enacted by the Legislature ofLouisiana:

7 Secrion I . R.S. 49:163 is hereby amended and reenacted and R.S. 49:163 .1 is he reby

8 enacted to read as follows:

9 $ 163. State gemstone

l0 There shall be an official state gemstone. The official state gemstone shall

1 1 be @ LaPearlite. derived from the oreanic shell

12 Crassostrea virginica. a soecies predominantlv found in the waters of coastal

I 3 Louisiana. Its use on official documents of the state and with the insignia of the state

14 is hereby authorized.

I 5 6163. I State mineral

l6 There shall be an ofllcial state mineral. The official state mineral shall be the

li aqate. as found in Louisiana eravel. lts use on official documents ofthe state and

1 8 rvith the insienia ofthe state is hereby authorized'

Page I of2
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DIGEST

The digest printed below was prepared by House Legislative Services. It constitutes no part
of the legislative inshument. The keyr,vord, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent. [R.S. l:13(B) and24:171(E)]

Simon HB No. 246

Abstract: Changes the state gemstone to LaPearlite and makes agate the state mineral.

Present law provides that the state gemstone shall be agate.

Proposed law changes present law from agate to LaPearlite. LaPearlite is derived from the

organic shell of the American oyster which is a species predominantly found in the waters
ofcoastai La

Proposed law makes agate the state mineral.

(Amends R.S. 49:163; Adds R.S.49:163.1)
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SLS 11RS.410

Regular Session,20l I

SF,NATE BILL NO. 240

BY SENATOR CHABERT

ORIGINAL

Prefiled pursuant to Article Ili, Section 2(AX4XbXi) of the Constitution of Louisrana

FISIi/FISHING. Provides relative to oysters leases. (gov sig)

AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 56:423(4) and (B)(l), and to enact R.S. 56:428(D) and

Subsections D and E ofsection 2 ofAct No. 808 ofthe 2008 Regular Session ofthe

Legislature, relative to oyster leases; to provide for substitution for oyster leases

under certain circumstances; to provide relative to liability under certain

circumstances; to provide a procedure for ownership claims to certain oyster leases;

to provide certain terms, conditions, procedufes, and requirements; and to provide

lor related matters,

Be it enacted by the Legislature ofLouisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 56:423(4) and (B)(1) are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S.

56:428(D) is hereby enacted to read as follows:

$423. Property rights, larceny or other public offenses concerning; leases heritable

and transferable; adjudication of claims

A. A lessee shall enjoy the exclusive use of the water bottoms leased and of

all oysters and cultch grown or placed thereon, subject to the restrictions and

regulations of this Subpart and Part II of Chapter 2 of Title 49 of the Louisiana

Revised Statues of 1950.

Page 1 of 7
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(l) This exclusive use o1- water bottoms is subordinate to the rights or

responsibilities ofthe stare, an)'political subdivision olthe state. the United States.

or any agency or agenr thereot-. to take any action in tirrtherance of coastal

protection, conservation, or restoration. For purposes of this Subpart. "coastal

protection. conservation. or restoration" means any project. plan. act. 9r activitl' lbr

the protection, conservation. restoration, enhancement. creation, preservation'

nourishment, maintenance, or management ofthe coast, coastal resources, coastal

wetlands. and barrier shorelines or islands, including but not limited to projects

authorized under any comprehensive coastal protection master plan or annual coastal

protection plan issued pursuant to Part II ofChapter 2 ofTitle 49 ofthe Louisiana

Revised Statutes of 1950. The tessee shall hold the permittee. the state. and an)'

oolitical subdivision ofthe state. and all or anv aeencv or asent thereoffree and

harmless from anv claim for anv damage, cost. expense. loss. or inconvenience

whatsoever arising from damage caused by coastal protection. conservation' or

recforetion- excent as orovided in R.S. 56:42-L

(2) This exclusive use of water bottoms is subordinate to the rishts of anY

n4rsnnfneno,geinanvoilorsasexolorationandpro@

bv a coastal use permit granted pursusant to R.S. 49:214.30 before the date that

the orisinal ovster lease application was filed pursuant to R.S. 56:427. The

lcssee shnll hold fhe nermittee. the state. anY politieal subdivision o

or anv agency or asent thereof free and harmless from any claim for an)'

damage. cost. expense. loss. or inconvenience whatsoever arising from damage

caused bv oit or sas exploration and production permitted by a coastal use

permit sranted pursuant to R.S. 49:214.30 before the date that the lesseers

orisinal ovster lease application was filed pursuant to R.S. 56:427. This

Pcrqorrnh shall not annlv to anv lease issued prior to the effective date of this

Paraqraph. or to anv lease reissued pursuant to section 2.B. ofAct No. 808 of

the 2008 Regular Session ofthe Legislature.

B.(1) A lessee ofoyster beds or grounds who has obtained, recorded, and

Page2 of 7
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marked lease in compliance ivith rhe law shall have the right to maintain an action

tbr damages againsr any person. partnership. corporation. or othel entity causing

wrong{ul or negligent injury or damage to the beds or grounds under lease to such

lessee.

(a) However. no lessee shall have any ri-eht to maintain an)- action against

the state, any political suhdivision of the state. the United States. or any agency.

agent, or conrractor. or employee thereol for any clairn arising liom any project,

plan, act. or activity in relation to coastal plotection, conservation, or restoration,

except as provided in R.S. 56:427.1.

(b) No lessee shall have anv risht to maintain anv action aeainst anY

person arising from anv oil or gas exDloration and production activitv perm itted

bv a coastal use permit granted pursuant to R.S. 49:214.30 before the date that

the lesseets orisinal ovster lease application was filed Dursuant to R.S. 56:427.

This subparaeraph shall not applv to any lease issued prior to the effective date

ofthis subparaeraph orto anv lease reissued pursuantto section 2.8. ofActNo.

808 ofthe 2008 Regular Session ofthe Legislature.

$ 428. Commencement and duration of lease; renewal; fixing of rental rates

D. Notwithstandins the provisions of R.s. 56:423(D). a private Derson

claiming ownership of propertv subject to an ovster lease Dursuant to this

subpart mav notifv the administrator of the state land office and the secretarY

of the f)eoartment of wildlife and Fisheries that he contests ownership of such

propertv. The relief available pursuant to and the results of such a notice

of contest are limited to those in this Subsection-

(1) The notice of contest shall be in writins and delivered bv certified

mail. return receiot requested to both the administrator and the secretary' The

notice shall identifv with specificitv the boundaries of the leased propertv which

is being contested. The notice shall explain the basis upon which the contesting
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nrrtv asserts ownership. and identifv the ovster lease he believes has been

granted for the contestetl prooertv and the lessee if known. The contesting partv

shall attach copies ofall deeds ofownership and other documents uoon which

he bases his assertion of ownership.

(2] The notice of contest must be received bv the administrator and the

secrefrrv 2t least three vears before the expiration ofthe current lease ofthe

contested pronertv.

(1) I Inon receint of a notice of contest meeting the requiremtnl5 dlhjS

Subsection. the secretarv shall advise the lessee ofrecord with the denartment

for the lease within the area of contested ownership that ownership of the

propertv covered bY the lease has been contested. The secretarY shall advise th€

lessee. in writing and delivered bv certified mail. return receipt requested within

sixty davs after receivins the notice of contest or at least three vears before the

expiration ofthe lease coverins the area ofcontested ownership, whichever is

later.

(4) Upon receivins a notice of contest meetins the reouirement of this

Srhsection. the ariministrator shall review the ownership status of the co

prooert\/. and shall advise the secretan/ as to whether and as to which portion

of the contested property the state of Louisiana claims ownership. To the extent

that the state does not claim ownership ofthe contested properfv. the secretarY

<holl nnf renew fhe leese^ To the extent that the state maY reneu/ the lease in

accordance with this subpart. the secretarv shall notifv the lessee under the

affected tease. in writing and delivered bv certified mail. return receipt

reouested. as to the determination resardine state ownershiD by the

administrator and the action to be taken bv the secretarv pursuant to this

Su hsection.

(5) The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries shall. in consultation with

the Louisiana sea Grant college Proeram. ensase in a comprehensive analvsis

ofthe staters ovster leasing program with a goal of increasins the total activelv-
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options for improvements to its manasement. operation, and financial basis'

shall make a comprehensive recommendation to the Louisiana wildlife znd

Fisheries commission for imorovements to the prosram. identifYing the

statutor),. resulatory. nrocedural. and fiscal changes necessarY and appropriate

lo such imnrovement.

Section 2. Subsections D and E of Section 2 ofAct No. 808 ofthe 2008 Regular

Session ofthe Legislature are hereby enacted to read as follows:

D. The rules for final lifitinq ofthe moratorium shall allow the leaseholder

of record for an ovster lease from the state that was in effect on ADril 20. 2010.

and that was significantlv impacted as a result of the Deepwater Horizon oil

select and obtain a new lease in substitution for the impacted lease.

limited period of time. and shall become available for exercise after resolution

nendins on March 7. 2002. and the lease expansions if any authorized bv

Section 2.C. hereof.

(a) Provide a methodolosy and measure for the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries to determine leases that were sisnificantlv impacted for purposes

of this Act:

(b) Provide a methodolosy for determinine the size of substitution leases

in relation to the size of the significantl)' imnacted lease:

(c) Provide for a leaseholder who elects to olrtain a substitution lease to

retain his existins lease for three vears, to allow for orderlv transition to the
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automatically terminated :

(d) Preclude selection of substitution leases in areas that are determined

2.A.: and

(e) Treat substitution leases as new leases for all purposes'

Section 3. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor or, ifnot

signed by the governor upon expiration of this time for bills to become law without signature

by the govemor, as provided by Article III, Section 18 of the constitution of Louisiana. If

vetoe<j by the governor and subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become

effective on the day following such approval.

The original insffument and the following digest, which constitutes no part

of the legislative instrument, were prepared by Michelle Broussard-Johnson.

DIGEST

Proposed law relative to oyster leases authorizes leases significantly impacted by the

D*p-^t"r H"rizon oil spill to obtain substitution leases. Such substitution leases would be

avaiiable for a limited period of time, after resolution of rights of first refusalfor reissuance

ofleases nonrenewed since I 996 due to coastal restoration projects, lease applicants pending

when the oyster lease moratorium was implemented on March 7, 2002, and rights olexisting

lessees to expand their ieases up to 500 feet.

Present law authorizes oyster leases and oil and gas exploration activities, concurrently and

on the same areas of state-owned property, without providing for priority of such uses or

resolving conflicts between the uses.

Prooosed law precludes liability to an oyster lease arising from oil and gas activities

permitted prior to filing a new oyster lease for the same property'

Present law authorizes oyster leases to be renewed, even when ownership of the leased

property is contested.

Proposed law authorizes private persons contesting ownership ofleased properly to notify

th" "d.i"i.t*tor 
of the State Land Office and the secretary of the DW&F of such contest,

requires the Secretary to notifi the lessee, requires the administrator to determine whether

the state claims ownirship ofihe contested property, requires the secretary not to renew the

oyster lease ifthe state does not claim ownership, and authorizes the secretary to renew the

oy.t". l"*" if the state does claim ownership, subject to all other requirements for such

renewal.

Prooosed law directs the DW&F, in consultation with the Louisiana Sea Grant Program, to

GA. in-u 
"omprehensive 

analysis of the state's oyster leasing proglam,,and to make a

coirfrehensive ricommendationto the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission for

improvements to the program, identiling the statutory, regulatory, procedural, and fiscal

changes necessary and appropriate to such improvement'
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Efiective upon signature of govemor or lapse of time for gubernatorial action.

(Amends R.S. 56:423(4) and (BXl); adds R.S. 56:428(D) and Subsections D and E of
Section 2 of Act No. 808 of 2008 R.S.)
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l{ohr:r'( B;-rrlr;trn
l.A Dr:pt. of \(ritctlife and i.'isherics
I''-O.Btrx 98000
Ilrrrn llouge, LA 70Ugtl

lI:;rt,Scct'ctarv lla ritam,

At tht: I,,{:trclt 29'h J,a. O-risLcr'i'ask Ft-:t'rc rnricLlng Ml'. [Jriirl: Li:z.]rr;L;rrcst:rrLt:tl Lo l]:t:
board the l)\ttli pl;rns lirra riysl.r:r t:uitt:ir grl;rri{ ($3 lt{iv1-l in thr:;irca ulllrrl{-[4r;r;ir isl;-rrrti.
Alicr ;: nulltbcr of cluestions were answererl and signific.rnt discussilrn oi.r the tnpic af
prtllcrutrliill ltlt:alion ftrr;t t:rrlLr:h pi;-inl, it rrrot.ion r,r,';rs rrnlnirirously;.rrlilltt.cri lo prt:st:t:l
tht: l.{lTF'-s recomrnenclations to thc Licp.lrtment.

.t1tt:r:i[ir:aily, thr: I.OTF rccr)r]]r]]cnds thaithc 2011culrclr lllanL hc rr:lriciLed ar:d rc-
pr[;rrtt:erl lbr irnplement'inf,, irto Cr:;:-s{ai SLur}i.'Art::r 2, (BIa<:k l]av, l,or:<:.srinrt: }s[;rnrl,
Srakr: lsl;lrrdl.
Some of the reasons g,ivr:rr inr:lirrJr::

I ] 'Il:t: lttt;atiorr aL Iiall h{t:un lsland is laltirer iti{,'t1_v, anci i:;:rdr-.r tn acc*.ss f or r:rosi ot
Lottisiitna's oyst(:r flct:1. '.1'ht: lct:;-rt.icn i:; ;llsu in rrrlrt: {)pr:ri !1,;ilcrs nf'lht:
I,{ississiplii Sound and rvou}d be nrore tlangelolis fcr snralllcr vcssels au i}clcss.

,4.) 'l'hc lttt.;rl ittn at H;rll-I{ur)n rr1it.!' ht: rrtg;t1ivr:iy a!icct.cd }r3' Lltt: *;:t:ning t['1ht
!lotttr*l (larre Spillr,r.iiy, shoulrl Llrr': N'lississippi River :-ise to the e--ritic;ri lloorj
.siilge.

3] ,.\ll of Lhr lrrosl rcccr]t cultcir pla*t-s in CSL Z rei:orte diy har:* becr-r v*ry' 
sttr.t-:r:ssfirl.

4 ) (.5A 2 tthich is tritditionally thi: ''hr:ilrt" trl-l,ouisiana's pLiblic see(i gro11n(ls h;s
arguable been the liartlesl hi1 in rcr:t:nt yo;rr$ rviL'lr hurricanes, l'l;rvesting
l)rciisurc, and oil spilt effects.

Thc l,O'l'F hopes that you take thesr factors into account upon making your decisiult-
ln light u[ Lhu limitcd funtls that are availablc, rve suglq*st thai. aL this tirrrtt, ;r cu]tch

Jrlanl in thc lllack l3ay area rc,oultl prt-:vicle rnore realized henefits ta the l-a. oystel
in(lustry-

Sinct:rcly Yours,

A. :i-o,-'--'{
f6hn'l'esvich, Ch; i rman

tr {via enraiii Pdlrrck Bdnks

Louisiana Oystcr Task Force
2021 LakeshoreDrive Suitef00 l'{erdorl€ar}s, Loursidna /0122 OFFICE 5,r'..28b.An6 F^X50,1.286-8ru{3
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Louisiana OYster Task Force
Ne.yr &leans, 166reana 70122 OFfICE 504'286's736 FAx 504'286'8ru8

.\pril 15- i() I I

I)r. -ltr.cplr (il;rrrllcr- ( Ir:rinttrrrt

l-e.l(rlrl ( rrrP lttstlllttlc( (-'()l)(rl:lli'rll

.l arrric \\'hit[,rt l]uildinr
i .1()0 I Ittlclru-ntlctlt:c: Alcrtuc

\\:asltirtrilttlt- IXI l0li0

l)car 1-)r. (ilaLrber.

Thu t .,(}u isi:rna ( )1,stcr l'rsk I'orcc (l .( II I 
j 
) rhart ks rtrc F{l IC [3oanl ftrr llrr.: conlinrring stli]port

trtrr industry. r"aa-iua. from thc o-\'ster crop insurance p()-qraln' As vttu arc- rr'cll 5rv:rrc' lltc

irrsrrrirnc. Llr6ltnirl! pnrvittcs ,,rr irrlp,rrtlni risk rnlnaglcrncrrt lcXll l(1 OUr.COInmUtlitl'olgtOuerS'
'l-hc o1,st.-i..-i1.,nru,.,i,r u,orked rvith IttrilA to overcilTle tlre t'tlalrl' cliallunges ettcoutrtcrr--tl itr

tlrc pr-(,g,-r:r111's tlcvcl6Jrrrtctrt. Irr il.l sCCttttd vCar- tltC Pr(-lP.r'rlll 
girS t'Cll rttCir'Cd bV llrC tiy-stcr

crtnlnurriq.. ()ur ettorts to t-rbtain crclp insurance \l'ere intcndcd fo hclp us txtolrtc rrt'trc' Scl{'

rcliarrt irr l.lrc lacc *f-rr:rlural disaslcrs ant] :rrr c{lirrt kr lrclp our inrlustry beconrc nrort-t rcsilicnl'

\\:e lcxrk forrYard to crrntintring our parlir:ipatiorr in this important risk managet:rcnt to<il.

()nAprit 20-20 l0the L)eepwatcrllorizonel'entbegan" Neithcrthcrig,orvttc-rn(}rtltcli'cdcral

..,rp.r,rr. crrul<l conlairt tlre cvcnl lirr 87 lrt.rrtbrcakingl rl'r1's' I hc l-O'l F considcrcd' otr tu'tr

occasir-:ns-requestinp.asuspensionofthecropinsuranceprogram' Ilorvever'lvedidnotatrd

r:.ul,l n.t har.c knorvn thc cxtt:nt of tlamagc rhat rvotrl<J ftlllorv the disaster' I'horrgh nou-a

,lcrrlor] li-rr tltrst- tlrc c-corrt'rnric consequcllcc.s ot-tirc disaslcr ctrrtliltttc ltr a<lr'cnelr'irflccl our

indus{n.

Clonsistent w.ith the Crop lnsurance Act. the oyster crop insurance program providcs prrrtcctiott

rBainsr l| nrluralh ,*"rr.ir,8 loss tlf prrrcluclion. Man-matle losses lvere considered and

,idror"d during rhe develo-pment oi the prograr,- In the evcnt thc oystcr han'cst is

intcrrrrplctl rlrrc 1o a trtltt-trt'a<lc cvcrr! tltc cnrp pnrvisions contain a "subslittrtion clause" tltitt

rcplaccn'rcnts actual production amounts rvitlt historic productiorr avL'ragcs in thc aflbctcd ar(}t-

T|is suhstittrtirrrr prrcludcs &ny pali rllcrtt of inrlernnilie':i not authorized by the act 'l'lre

snbstitution cIause (herelirre eliminates insurer risk'

\\,lren rhc substitution clause rvas conce ived. it was crtvisioncd h;- all rrs a mcitstrrs r'r'ilh thal

rvould affect small areas for a limited amount of time. ln short' evcryone helievcd it would

have minimal intpacl and prrrvidc a \r'ay lo atltircss lhc conccrns with non-natural disasters'

Tlrc events r'rf 201O rverc larp.er than anyone contcmplatcd during tlre dcsipgr of thc iltsuratrcc

protr{m. 'l'hc subsritutir,r, ciuus,., rvill be usc<i <;vcr a *'ide area and for a large grrtion of tlrc

20 I I insuranr.e Freriod- Since the substitution clausc eliminales insurance risk, instrrers did not

facc a risk (]f loss in many if not mosl. localions and ftrr many if not most insurance policies.

Oonsidering the unpreceiented disa-ster the oyster corrlmunity cotlliilucs lo strulfilc u'itlr' thc

LO'['F resprectfulll' requests that the Board consider that insurance prctrtiunts lor o1'stcr

7021 LnkeslEre Drive 9rile 30O



p-rlic_r.-h,.:lders hc rcduccd to rctlcct the actual risk ot'loss ittsttrcrs irsstttttctl- ltt tttattv crascs. ltrt:

iirk *or rcducccl to zcro and th<lsc prcmiurns duc shotrld rc{lcct that conditit-:n'

[]uc tcr lhc Hl, l)ecprrarcr Horizr.rn oil spitl. t .rrtrisiana's oysler comlnunit;- is ctrn.cnth' l'acc<l

u,ittr significant challengcs in rebuil<Iing ils production caprrhilit-v- Wc uorrkl sittct:rr:l-v

apprcciatc vour considcration o['this vci*- inrportunt ntattt;r u'hiu-h rvould help alltviate the

l-rriarrcir,l trrrnlcl firr ti-r.slcr gnl\\crs u.lrr) ltavc: suJrponctl l]tc vc:rY iruportilnl crop itrstrrartcc

prop.ranl that rre've had in plat:c-

Sinccrcll* Yr':urs.

WdJ**J
-lohn A, Tcsvich- Chainlran

Scnator \'lary l -andriett
Scnarlor f)avitl \'- itrcr
Represenhtive Steve Scalist:

Rcprcrcnlalivc Ccdric R i clrr rtor rt1

Rcprcscntative Jeff l-andry
Rcpru'scnlativc John Flcnr i rr g'-

Rcprescntatavc Rodncy' Alcxander
Representativc B ill Cassidr
RcprcscrrLrli ve Charles Ilouslanv

Louisiana Oyster Task Force
Nee{ freirrrs. Louasiana 70122 OFFICE 591.286-8736 FIJ( y}4'286'8738

2021 Lak€:*pre Drive Suite 3fi1



April27,201-1-

Representative Scott Si mon

P.O. Box 1297

Abita Springs, Louisiana 70420

Re: House Bill 246

Representative Simon,

As chairman of the Louisiana Oyster Task Force I would like to offer our support of House Bill246, which would change

the state gemstone from agate to LaPearlite. LaPearlite is derived from the shell of the American oyster, which is

harvested along Louisiana's coastal waters. We believe the Louisiana oyster is the perfect symbol for the residents of

Louisiana which will represent the hard work and dedication of the more than 3,500 oyster fishermen who have helped

harvest more than 15 million lbs of oyster meat each year with a dockside value of more than SSt million dollars.

Our oyster farmers are resilient, we have survived floods, hurricanes and as of recent the Gulf Oil Spill disaster. We

believe it would be an incredible honor to showcase our oysters as the state gemstone and ask for your consideration in

this manner.

Sincerely,
4{nr)-\1\., [v 11-,""

John Tesvich

Chairman, Louisiana Oyster Task Force

2021 Lokeshore Drive, Suite 300 New Orleons, Louisiona 70122 504.286.8736



BOBBY JINDAL
GOVERNOR

April4, 2011

State of Louisiana
DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

OFFICE OF SECRETARY

P.O. BOX 98000. BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 7089&9000'PHONE /225)76G280O

AN EOUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

ROBERT J. BARHAM
SECRETARY

John Tewich, Chairman
Louisiana OYster Task Force

2021 Lakeshore Drive
Suite 300
New Orleans,LA70l22

Dear Chairman Tewich,

Thank you for your March 30, 2011 letter on behatf of the Louisiana oyster Task Force regarding the status of

oyster harvesting in sabine Lake. Sabine r-ar<e nas been a biological treasure not only to Louisiana, but to all of

North America for the last five decades 
"= 

on" oi GL few un-narvisted, productiye oyster reefs still in existence' ln

considering your letter, we revisited the numerous economic, social and political factors that musi be considered in

,n,iltionitiat would impact the great resource Sabine Lake provides.

We appreciate the concern of the Task Force in examining options that some partres believe may provide relief to

the Louisiana epnrmercial oyster industry. However, we dJ not believe that opening this area for harvest is a wise

decision at this time.

In addition to the valuable role the Task Force plays in guiding our decisions that impact the industry, we also look

to the Louisiana wildlife and Fisheries commiSsdn iorluioa-nce in.the execution of management of our fisheries

resources. The commission proviaes an ideal venue foithe request of stakeholder groups and the general public

to voice concem over the execution of management practices that would impad a seleral diverse interest groups'

The next Commission mfiing is this coming inursdiy, April 7, which would be an ideal opportunity to have your

@ncerns addressed. lf you viould lke to hive the issue'placed on the meeting agenda, please contact susan

Falcon at sfalcon@wlf la,qov.

Also a major consideration for our Deparfnent is the sentiment our cohorts at Texas Parks and Wildlife' Through

efforts of our staff in recent years, the Departrnent was able to announce last month an agreement and to sign a

memorandum of understanding regarding 
"on"urr"nt 

border regulations- ln an effort to maintain our relationship

with rexas on issues that impact management fractices and reiurces in both states, we would seek the support

of their officiats in any changes for oyster n"r"iingln t*f9 La[e At this time, though, Texas Parks and Wildlife

gfficials have expressed the'ir opposiiion to any changes to Sabine's cunent regulations'

Again, we feel strongly that Sabine Lake holds a special place as a resource for Louisiana. Not only is it still a place

great biologicalvalue, but it rernains a national fisheries hallmark. The research opportunities presented by keeping

the lake closed for oyster harvesting are such that we feel strongly they cannot be duplicated elsewhere'

Thank you for reaching out to us with your crncem for regulation changes in Sabine Lake' At this time, we do not

feel thai it would be wi; to modify the iegulations regarding oyster harvesting'



. Page2
Sincere thanks,

April 4, 2011

Robert Barham
Secretary
Louisiana Deparfnent of \Mldlife and Fisheries

Cc: Gorremor Bobby Jindal

Representative Gordon Dove, Chairman, House Natural Resources and Environment Committee

senator,, Jody'' Amedee, chai rman, senate Natural Resou rces comm ittee



March 3o'h,2011

Mr. Robert Barham, Secretary

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

P.O. Box 98000

Baton Rouge, La. 70898

Re: LOTF suggestions relating to the opening of oyster harvest areas in Sabine Lake

Secretary Barham:

The Louisiana Oyster Task Force at its meeting on March 29'h,201l- overwhelmingly passed a motion

supporting an immediate opening of Sabine Lake in western Louisiana for oyster harvesting. As part of

the motion it was suggested that a 20 sack daily limit be put in place and that the area remain open until

october 31't, 2011.

Oyster mortalities caused last year by the BP Macondo well explosion and resulting months of oil and

gas spewing into the Gulf of Mexico and the unrestricted opening of freshwater diversions by the state

as part of the state's response to the threat of oil washing ashore have brought disaster on the oyster

community in Louisiana. We are asking for this relief to be offered to the oyster community through

immediate action that we feel that you can take unilaterallyl

John Tesvich, Chairman

Cc: Governor Bobby Jindal

Representative Gordon Dove, Chairman, House Natural Resources and Environment Committee

Senator "Jody" Amedee, Chairman, Senate Natural Resources Committee
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RESOLUT I ON

STATE OF LOUISIANA
PARTSH OF CAMERON

!'dfiEREAS, the economy of Cameron Parish is
dependent on t-he fishing industry; and

WHEREAS, the oyster market is an abundant
resource for the Parish of Cameron; and

WHEREAS, as a result of the Deepwater
Horizon oil spill, the oyster market is
expected to be in a downturn for at Ieast 2

years.

WHEREAS' recent Wildllfe e Fisherles data
estimates the Sabine Lake, Parish of Cameron to
have an estimated 1.4 million sacks of oyster
available for harvesting;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the
Cameron Parish Police Jury does hereby urqe and
request the Department of Wildlife & Fisheries
and the !r7ildtife I Fisheries Commissj'on to open
Sabine Lake oyster harvesting as quickly as is
practical.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT EURTHER RESOLVED,

that the Cameron Parish Police Jury does hereby
urge and request the Department of Wildlife &

Flsheries and the !!1ldlife & Fisheries
Commissi-on to maintain the 10 sack limit 1n

West Cove, Calcasieu Lake and Sabine Lake based
upon their recent stock assessments and current
recommendations, as well as, those of the
Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals'

ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 4th day of
October, 2010.

PRESTDENT
POLICE JURY

adl: BEARl OF SPOFTUANS,S t'ARArjt9t


